
BAMS Festival looks to keep its
‘Momentum’ during a year away
from Franklin Park
By Noah Schaffer Globe Correspondent,Updated June 22, 2026, 5:30 a.m.

Festival attendees gather around the BAMS Fest sign during the Boston Art & Music Soul Festival in Boston, Saturday, June 28,
2025. The nonprofit festival breaks down racial and social barriers to arts, music, and culture across Greater Boston.ERIN
CLARK/GLOBE STAFF
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For the first time since its 2018 debut — COVID-19 years notwithstanding — the Boston

Art & Music Soul Festival is pausing its signature large-scale event at Franklin Park’s

Playstead Field.

But the organization is still mounting what it calls Momentum: a week of events that

celebrate Black and brown culture, ranging from a roller skating jam to a nighttime

experience at the Fuller Craft Museum in Brockton. Many of the most popular aspects of

BAMS Festival will still be on tap during Saturday’s multistage Play Playe event. Last

week it was announced that Play Playe, originally slated for Franklin Park, will instead be

held at The Record Co.’s Morrissey Boulevard facility in Dorchester.

Both the pause and the decision to move Saturday’s event come during a time in which

Mayor Michelle Wu has proposed a budget that would eliminate many community and

arts grants.

“There are shifting priorities for the City of Boston around what to support at this time,”

said BAMS Festival founder and executive director Catherine T. Morris. “We maintain

that our communities deserve access to the arts.”

A fund-raising message posted to the BAMS Festival website said that both “reductions

in municipal funding and corporate investment have left a gap in our financial

resources.” It noted that the organization considered canceling the event entirely, but

instead was able to reduce some production expenses with this year’s move.

Morris explained that Play Playe is built “around the art of play. We don’t do enough of

that.”

“It was born to center games, opportunities to activate creativity, and to try something

new and meet someone new,” she added. “It’s important that we know each other and

don’t forget the core elements of our humanity.”
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That means board, card, and hand games as well as team challenges. Returning to the

event are BAMS Festival staples such as dance lessons — which range from crumping to

bachata to the Black line dancing of Boston Rhythm Riders — small business and arts

vendors, and a “Soul Food Row” of food options. The indoor KidChella stage, curated by

several area organizations, will showcase local youth talent.

Morris said that holding the event at The Record Co. will bring new visitors to that

branch of the Boston music nonprofit, which rents out practice and creative spaces to

local artists. The building, located at 55 Morrissey Blvd., is slated for redevelopment.

The event’s entertainment will be centered around DJs, who Morris said are “the

lifeblood of any party. They help to mobilize communities. These are DJs who are

community-centered and play music for the people. They’re not about ego.”

Topping the bill is hip-hop royalty DJ Jazzy Jeff, who will be appearing the week before

he reunites with Will Smith as part of Philadelphia’s celebration of America’s 250th

anniversary. The DJ will also participate in a June 25 “Artdacity: Check Ya Self”

conversation at Converse’s headquarters on Lovejoy Wharf, which will discuss issues

related to health and wellness in the creative community.

Also appearing will be Junior Rodigan, who for decades has been the region’s leading

reggae and Caribbean music selector. Rodigan told the Globe that he is excited to be part

of a “concept of bringing top DJs from various genres together, so we can showcase what

we do at nightclubs in front of family audiences.”

A wide spectrum of house and dance music will be represented by Kelvin Sylvester, a

Boston DJ, artist, songwriter, and producer whose soulful approach has earned him

overseas tours and airplay for his deep, infectious grooves, which include collaborations

with fellow Bostonian Lee Wilson.

“For the BAMS Fest set I am going to take people on a musical journey with different

time stamps,” said Sylvester, who is excited to see younger house DJs adopt the all-vinyl
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approach that he’s long championed. “It’s good that a new generation is discovering

music that’s not overstimulating, keeps your attention, tells a story and still slaps!”

Some additional Momentum events include a tribute to pioneering hip-hop producer J

Dilla at City Winery, multiple events co-produced with the poetry and open mic

organization FreeVerse, and a roller skating party at the venerable Chez Vous roller rink

in Dorchester, the kind of community institution that Morris said BAMS Festival tries to

partner with.

Another such institution is the Community Art Center in Cambridge. On Thursday the

center will, as part of Momentum, celebrate the opening of the photo exhibit “A Place

Called Home | Our Voice, Our Stories, Our Legacy,” at the Street Theory Gallery &

Collective in Central Square. CAC executive director Erin Muirhead McCarty said the

exhibit collects images taken in Cambridge’s Port neighborhood between the 1970s and

early 2000s by youth photographers.
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While most art exhibits involve a handful of curators, McCarty said that the CAC “invited

the community into the building to help us curate the images,” resulting in an exhibit of

“photos that seemed to resonate with the largest swath of people.” The attendees of those

sessions are included in the list of 18 co-curators.

BAMS Festival is seeking to raise $95,000 to make up for its current shortfall. As for

whether BAMS Festival will be back in Franklin Park next year, Morris encouraged the

community to “stay tuned.”

“We don’t know where the city will be next year, but our goal is to maintain the integrity

and the scale and the offering of BAMS Festival, as well as year-round programming.”

BAMS FESTIVAL: MOMENTUM

A photograph from the new exhibition “A Place Called Home | Our Voice, Our Stories, Our Legacy,” which is part of the
Momentum programming.COURTESY OF COMMUNITY ART CENTER, INC.
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At multiple locations, Wednesday, June 24 through Sunday, June 28. Full schedule and

details can be found at bamsfest.org/activities.
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